THE CHANGING SOUTH

shrewd, narrow, conservative, honest, and parsi-
monious, tl^e constant fighting of fire with fire
scorched all. In the bitter discipline of reconstruc-
tion, the pleasantest side of Southern life came to
an end. During the war and the consequent re-
construction there was a marked change in South-
ern temperament toward the severe. Hospitality
declined; the old Southern life had never been
on a business basis, but the new Southern life now
adjusted itself to a stricter economy; the old in-
dividuality was partially lost; but class distinc-
tions were less obvious in a more homogeneous
society. The material evils of reconstruction may
be only temporary; state debts may be paid and
wasted resources renewed; but the moral and
intellectual results of the revolution will be the
more permanent.